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From the Branch President’s Desk...

Shipmates, I recently received the National Executive Director
Memo #10-09 having to do with expanding the Association membership
base. Some important options being looked at are: publish more individual
spotlight articles i n ‘“"FRA Today"”
leaders. Continuing; produce more customized flyers for distribution at key
outlets such as Family Service Centers or active, Reserve, retired or

veteran’'s event s, identify data o
concept of expanding bul k “FRA T
facilities and ur ge recognition o

national conventions.

There are a lot of positive initiatives to look at and I think the
National leadership has a decent chance of improving the dismal loss totals
that come out every month. Here in the Northwest Region , we are going
to be losing Branch 198 in Bend, Oregon, Branch 191 in Olympia, Branch
333 in Chehalis and I think there may be one or two more. When these
events happen, remaining branches are hopeful that some members of dis-
banded branches will switch to their location, bringing up their membership
status. This is normal, I suppose, but let me put forth a different avenue of
thought about this.

My former branch before coming to Tacoma was Pensacola Branch
22 which not long ago celebrated their 75" anniversary. Typically, the very
older branches such as 22 had a club or lounge, a place where Shipmates
and Ladies would make the monthly General Meeting a social occasion. The
members would have dinner together, complete the meeting and then have
a dance or put on a movie projector and see a great film. These days, very
few branches have money-making facilities, it is hard to overcome the lack
of youth in the membership, most of the couples are missing their spouse,
they tend to shy away from socializing. There is a lot more police check-
points in the areas where the members are trying to go home after a few
alcoholic beverages, the highways
decreased even without any drinking. They are scared.

I propose that maybe the Membership Director could take the PCT
report of any disbanded branch ang
could be made since you can’'t ext g
the members a little incentive to continue on with the F.R.A.

On a brighter note, Shipmates Doskow, Lazzaretti and I had the
privilege of presenting Shipmate Gilmore with his 60 year membership
pin this last month. A photo and more complete article is on the front page
of our new website http://frabranch104.org

In Loyalty, Protection, and Service Shipmate Tom Bulger, Branch President




Board of Directors Membership Matters

BP - Tom Bulger It is our honor to recognize the following Shipmates who have reached

(253) 241-8121 September October
Sec/Treas - Nahum Doskow 35 Years: 60 Years:

(253) 537-4771 James A FRANKLIN Thomas E GILMORE Jr.
Master-at-Arms - Ernest LaChappelle Gil M LORENA 30 Years:

(253) 564-9128 20 Years: Ronald L WILLIAMS
Parliamentarian - Walter DeRosia David F Buck 25 Years:

(253) 473-9070 Ben G ALLEN
Jr. Past President-* John” Johjhson 15 Years:

Frank A ESPERANTO

(253) 770-5935

Members

John Peterson (253) 535-1466
James Jones (253) 473-6686
Roland Santos (253) 759-2125
Robert Richard (425) 281-8406

In Remembrance

We regret to announce the following Shipmates have joined the Staff of
the Supreme Commander:

Thomas A BURNETT SWC, USN, Ret.
Avis G PRATER HTC, USN, Ret.

Newsletter Staff Our sympathies go out to his family and friends.

Newsletter Editor - 7om Bulger Please notify the Branch Chaplain at chaplain@frabranch104.org in any

Newsletter Layout/Webmaster case of illness or death of our shipmates. You should also notify the
Pete Lazzaretti (253)444-7516 Branch Secretary as well at sectreas@frabranch104.org.

webmaster@frabranch104.org

Upcoming Events - Please send items to be included to the Newsletter Editor

Pierce County Veteran's Advisory Council (PCVAC) Meeting

September 10th
eptember 1900 hrs @ American Legion Post #138 in Lakewood

Branch #104 General Meeting - 1900 hrs @ Southend Community Center, 7802
September 14th
South *“L” Street, Tacoma, WA 98408
Northwest Regional Convention - King Oscar Hotel and Convention Center, Tacoma
September 18 -22nd Washington Reminder - Get your meal forms turned in ASAP!!! For more
information please go to http://frabranch104.org/nwregional

Pierce County Veteran's Advisory Council (PCVAC) Meeting

h
October 8t 1900 hrs @ American Legion Post #138 in Lakewood
October 12th Branch #104 General Meeting - 1900 hrs
October 13th US Navy 234th Birthday

82nd National FRA Convention & 77th LAFRA Convention - The Cavalier Hotel,

t 21-24th
October Virginia Beach, VA




From the Editor: Committee Chairmen
Shipmates, with the cost of mail always increas- Finance & Audit Walt DeRosia
ing and our membership numbers dwindling, the Board Americanism / Patriotism Walt DeRosia

has requested a survey of the Branch Membership to help Hospital Welfare and Rehab Alvie Robbins
determine the future of this newsletter. Please fill out the

survey  below and mail to me at the address listed at the Legislative John Johnson
bottom of the survey. You can also access the survey on Membership Nahum Doskow
the branch’s webpage as well ppjcRelations Roland Santos
Thank you for your participation. Youth Activities Bob Richard
Shipmate P. Lazzaretti, Newsletter Editor & Webmaster PCVA Council Ernie LaChappelle
Questions? Email me at: webmaster@frabranch104.org Land / Building - 2009 John Peterson

Scuttlebutt Newsletter Survey

Your Name Your Email State

Statuscircle one  Active Duty Reserves Retired Veteran

Type of membership
Branch of ServiceCircle one USN UusmMC USCG
#1. Do you like the new layout of the Scuttlebutt? YES NO

#2. How would you like to receive your Scuttlebutt?

A. Via Regular Mall like it is done now.

B. Via email with a link to the Scuttlebutt online.

C. Via email with the scuttlebutt newsletter by itself.

D. Via email with the scuttlebutt attached as a file.

#3. Do you have any suggestions on how to improve the layout of the Scuttlebutt newsletter?

#4. Do you have any requests for specific information to be added to either the Scuttlebutt or to the webpagd~

#5. Please give us an opinion on what you think of the new branch website:

You may also take this survey online at the Branch website at http://frabranch104.org/news/survey.
Please mail your completed survey to:

FRA Branch 104 Scuttlebutt Survey, C/o P. Lazzaretti

33819 36th Avenue SW

Federal Way, WA 98023

See you all at the NW Regional Convention, September 18-19 at the King Oscar Hotel &
Convention Center in Tacoma!!! More information can be found at http://frabranch104.org
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Bring a Fellow Shipmate to one of our meetings, they may become a new member.

Tell your friends about our new website!! HTTP:/ /frabranch104.org




